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    MATTHEW 19 NOTES 
 
 They were always there, scheming on how to trap and kill Jesus. He knew they were 
there, and they knew He knew they were there. This chapter opens with the Pharisees asking a 
direct question about marriage in hopes that He would meet the same fate as His cousin John 
the Baptist. What follows in their exchange shocked the Pharisees, His disciples, and some even 
today. 
 
Jesus’ Teaching on Marriage and Divorce 
 At the conclusion of events in Matthew 18, Jesus moves south from Galilee, closer to His 
ultimate destination of Jerusalem, to the area east of the Jordan River. Note that Matthew 
always includes the locale (due east of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Bethany) for a purpose when 
he is setting up his narratives. What happened in this area of “Judea beyond the Jordan”? 
(Matthew 3:1-6) ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Why did John the Baptist earn the ire of Herod Antipas’ wife (Matthew 14:3-4)? 
Remember that Herod’s jurisdiction included this area of Judea beyond the Jordan. Jesus was 
standing on the same site as John did when he denounced Herod’s adultery. What might they 
hope could happen to Jesus if He drew the same lines? _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How does Jesus avoid their trap? He begins by asking them an irritating question: “Have 
you not read….?” This itinerant teacher is publicly upbraiding them for not knowing the correct 
interpretation of the Mosaic Law. __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Summarize Jesus’ teaching thus far on marriage (19:4-6): _________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 If God is the one who joins two in marriage, can man set it aside? (19:6) _____________ 
 
 It was in this same territory (of Judea beyond the Jordan) that Moses had to deal with 
the Jews not living up to their covenant promises.  How do the Pharisees switch gears and try to 
trap Jesus again? _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Cultural note: There were at the time two schools of thought on divorce. The great rabbi Hillel 
taught that divorce could be permitted for any reason at all (unattractive wife; burned 
breakfast), while Shammai permitted divorce only on grounds of adultery. “Jesus’ answer went 
beyond Shammai and Hillel, even beyond Moses, who had allowed the wife to be divorced for 
“defilement” (Deut 24), back to the creation (Gen 2:24). When a man and woman decide to be 
husband and wife, it is God who makes them so. What therefore God has joined together, ‘let 
no man put asunder.’ To break a marriage was beyond man’s power. Moses had allowed 
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divorce, but only because his people had not the moral and spiritual strength for unbreakable 
marriage. Jesus was now restoring the first law, with divorce not possible on any ground.”1 
 Moses permitted divorce in order to save the life of the wife. What was occurring more 
and more frequently was the sudden ‘disappearance’  (murder) of the wife so that the husband 
could remarry and/or permanently assume possession of the dowry. At the time, when a Jewish 
woman married, the dowry remained ‘hers’ in the sense that it would revert to her if the 
husband died. If the husband merely dismissed his wife, she could take valuable resources with 
her. Therefore, Moses’ ‘permissible divorce’ was in actual practice a way to prevent murder, 
and he was making concessions for a people living in a broken world with hardened hearts. 
 
 Marriage represents what-- according to CCC 1602-1617 and Ephesians 5:31-32? Why 
are the disciples so shocked? ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Matthew 19:9 and the phrase “except for unchastity” or “unless the marriage is 
unlawful” has been debated over time. “Three interpretations exist in Catholic tradition: (1) 
Separation or divorce is permitted under serious conditions (such as adultery), but remarriage is 
not; (2) ‘unchastity’ refers to invalid marriages that should never have taken place and which 
should be ended—for example, a marriage between close relatives; and (3) ‘except for 
unchastity’ means something like, ‘regardless of the Old Testament grounds for divorce.’ In any 
of these cases, while there might be some grounds for separation or divorce, there are no 
grounds for a divorced person to remarry. See CCC 2380-2391). 
 Is the Church’s teaching on the indissolubility of marriage impossible to bear? See CCC 
1615).”2 _______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: Matthew’s phrase in 19:9 of “unless the marriage is unlawful” derives from “a Greek 
word that refers to marriages which were not legally marriages, because they were either 
within the forbidden degrees of consanguinity (Lev 18:6-16) or contracted with a Gentile. The 
phrase ‘except on the ground of unchastity’ does not occur in the parallel passage in Luke 
16:18.  See also Mark 10:11-12 and especially 1 Corinthians 7:10-11, which show that the 
prohibition is unconditional.  
 On the basis of Jesus’ teaching and guided by the Holy Spirit, the Church has ruled that 
in the specially grave case of adultery it is permissible for a married couple to separate, but 
without the marriage bond being dissolved; therefore, neither party may contract a new 
marriage. The indissolubility of marriage was unhesitatingly taught by the Church from the very 
beginning, with full authority of Jesus (1 Corin 6:16; 7:10-11, 39; Rom 7:2-3; Eph 5:31).”3 
 
                                                      
1 Sheed, Frank. To Know Christ Jesus. (c) 1980 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, pp 301. 
2 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. Workbook: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by Ascension 
Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 121, pp 121-122. 
3 The Navarre Bible: Saint Matthew’s Gospel: with Texts and Commentaries. (c)1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, 
Ireland, pp 65-66. 
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 If you have been affected by divorce, either as a child or a spouse, what comfort do you 
find in Malachi 2:13-16? Does God understand the pain you have experienced? (Read the short 
book of Hosea, and see God as the abandoned spouse). ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus’ Insistence on Blessing the Children 
 The mothers came in groups, with their children, eager for Jesus’ blessing. Why were 
the disciples so impatient? Why did Jesus become indignant? ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Word Study: When Jesus saw his disciples repeatedly rebuking the people for bringing their 
children to him for a blessing (a common rabbinical practice), he was ‘indignant.’ “The Greek 
word (aganakteo) suggests strong emotion. This is the only place in the Gospels where Jesus 
directed such strong anger at his disciples. Elsewhere in Mark, Jesus’ anger was directed at 
unbelief (Mark 3:5) and, in a lesser way, at illness (Mark 1:41, 43). Here it was leveled at the 
disciples for their prejudice against this age group. They thought children were a waste of time, 
but Jesus welcomed them. One by one Jesus took each child in his arms, laid his hands on them 
(rather than just ‘touching’ them as he had been asked /Mark 10:13), and blessed them. The 
Greek verb (kateuloei) is intensive in force, suggesting that his blessing was fervent. The verb is 
also in the imperfect tense, meaning that he kept on blessing. Jesus took time with each child, 
blessing each as he or she was brought to him. This certainly took time, but Jesus did not rush 
through the process or pass it off as unimportant.”4 
 
The Rich Young Man-and Tough Choices (Mark 10; Luke 19) 
 Matthew 19:21 converted both St Anthony of the Desert and St Francis of Assisi. When 
both men heard this passage read at Mass, they abandoned all their possessions—and the rest 
is history. 
 
 If you had a list and checked it twice, the rich young man looked pretty good—especially 
if you ‘grade on the curve’ and compare him to other young Jewish men of the time. He seemed 
exceptional when it came to following the Law. Jesus rolls through many of the Ten 
Commandments (Exodus 20: 1-17) –but not ALL of them. Why would Jesus do this? Which two 
commandments did Jesus omit when he quizzed the eager young fellow in front of Him? _____ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 It is very telling that the young man begins his inquiry with the emphasis on self: “What 
must I DO to gain eternal life?”  Is this rich man thinking as a “dependent child” who sees all as 
“gift,” as we reviewed last week in Matthew 18? Can you earn salvation? __________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                      
4 Barton, Bruce. Life Application Bible Commentary: Mark. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, IL, pp 
285-287. 
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Why does Jesus begin His reply by introducing the fact that ONLY God is good? _____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 We need to give this young fellow credit, though. He came to Jesus, fell on his knees 
before him, and presented his burning desire: eternal life. Do you have his focus and concern 
with the state of his soul?_________________________________________________________ 
 What is your idol? Are you willing to give it up if Jesus asked you to? ________________ 
 
 The rich young man remained restless. “What do I still lack?” (19:20) he asks the Lord. 
God works that way--- “Our hearts are restless until they rest in You,” famously declared St 
Augustine. If you were to put yourself in the place of this young man, as St Ignatius encourages 
us to do in any Scripture passage, how might Jesus respond to your asking this question? _____ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The apostle Matthew was very familiar with the “look” of Jesus. It had been powerful 
enough to dislodge him from his tax post. Mark records that Jesus “looking at (the youth), loved 
him” and later “looked around” at them (the disciples) as well (Mark 10:23).  Luke adds: “Jesus 
looked at him (who had become quite sad)” and Jesus was equally sad, for this was the first 
time a rich person had approached him with an honest, earnest question and the only recorded 
time that one who approached Jesus did not accept His invitation to follow Him. It must have 
been a penetrating gaze.  
 Now Jesus “looked at them and said (Matt 19:27): _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________.” 
 
 “The scene ends rather pathetically: the young man goes away sad. His attachment to 
his property prevails over Jesus’ affectionate invitation. Here is the sadness of the kind that 
stems from cowardice, from failure to respond to God’s calling with personal commitment. This 
young man has become a symbol of the kind of Christian whose mediocrity and 
shortsightedness prevent him from turning his life into a generous fruitful self-giving to the 
service of God and neighbor. What would this young man have become, had he been generous 
enough to respond to God’s call? A great apostle, surely.”5 
 
 Compare this passage to Matthew 22:21. “There’s no material wealth in heaven, so you 
might as well start now. The rich young man does not realize that there will be no possessions 
in heaven and that all one’s property is going to decay in time. Not grasping this, he refuses to 
live now in the way that everyone will live in the end.”6 See 1 Timothy 6:9-10; James 5:1-6. 
 
 Why are the disciples again flabbergasted at Jesus’ statement (Matt 19:23-24) that it is 
nearly impossible for the rich to gain entrance into the Kingdom? Does this make you 
uncomfortable? What was their cultural belief regarding wealth?  See Job 1:10; 42:10; Psalm 
128:18; Isaiah 3:10 ______________________________________________________________ 

                                                      
5 The Navarre Bible: Matthew’s Gospel, pp 171. 
6 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 58, 63. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 With God’s grace, how might you be more bravely generous with your goods in the 
service of Jesus? ________________________________________________________________ 
What can I give away today? ______________________________________________________ 
Jesus does not ask ALL of His followers to sell all their possessions, but we must be ready to do 
so if asked, with total dedication and quick obedience to what He desires of us. 
Principle: No one can merit or purchase salvation; it is a free gift. The Kingdom is a gift, and 
only God can make saints of us! Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us: ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 In contrast to the rich young man, the apostles had given up everything. (Matthew as a 
former wealthy tax collector would have appreciated this young man’s inner struggle better 
than most of the apostles that day). These first apostles were living a life of insecurity (where 
would they sleep that night and how would they eat?) and trust. How does Jesus reply to 
Peter’s question in 19:27? ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Word study: “The disciples had ‘left everything’ to follow Jesus. The Greek word (aphekamen) is 
in the aorist tense, implying a once-for-all act. They had done what the rich young man had 
been unwilling to do. They had abandoned their former lives. They had done the ultimate in 
self-denial and had followed Jesus’ call. Wouldn’t they then receive some great reward for 
having done so? Peter and the others had paid a high price, but Jesus reminded them that 
following him has its benefits as well as its sacrifices. Jesus assured the disciples that anyone 
who gave up something valuable for his sake would be repaid a hundred times over, although 
not necessarily in the same form. God will give spiritual blessings for material sacrifices.”7 
 
For Jesus, I have specifically ‘given up’ ____________________________________________. 
I have discovered the benefits of my sacrifices to be: __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thank you, Jesus, for giving your ALL to me. 
  
Prayer of St Ignatius: 
 “Take, Lord, receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, my whole will, all 
that I have and all that I possess. You gave it all to me, Lord; I give it all back to you. Do with it 
as you will, according to your good pleasure. Give me your love and your grace; for with this I 
have all that I need.” 
 
 
(c) Glenda Canfield, Feb. 2023. 
 
 
 

                                                      
7 Barton, Bruce. Life Application Bible Commentary: Mark. (c) 1994 by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL, 
pp 296-297. 


